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Details of other roles can be found on the website,
athelneybenefice.com/whoswho
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Benefice
07970 936325,01823 491587,

R Dr Si Bal
evd DrSimon Bale vicar@athelneybenefice.com

Vicar

Associate priest Revd Martin Mudie 01823 490371, mmudie07@gmail.com

Reader 01823 490933
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Treasurer Pat Sollis 01823 490750, pat.sollis1@btinternet.com

Administrator  Alison Perry 07470 838707, office@athelneybenefice.com
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Churchwarden  Julie Pocock 01823 698915, julie.pocock@btconnect.com
Churchwarden  Sue Nicholas 01823 698814, pnicholas?71@btinternet.com
Treasurer Rob Ellis 07410 634511, rellisscr@hotmail.com

Lyng

Churchwarden  Alison Perry 07470838707, office@athelneybenefice.com
Churchwarden  Lin Willis 07779 636197, lin_willis@hotmail.co.uk

Safeguarding  Christine Dawson 01823 690105, sorrel3@hotmail.comv

Treasurer Margaret Williamson 01823 690471, emwilliamson@btinternet.com
North Curry

Churchwarden Tom Jeanes 01823 490562, lawnmoorfarm@hotmail.com
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Treasurer Richard Sykes nctreasurer@athelneybenefice.com
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Owen Cullwick

01823 490681, owen@cullwick.co.uk
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Churchwarden Jane White 01823 490508, janepwhite@hotmail.com
Treasurer Steve Loveridge 01823 698340, stevejloveridge@gmail.com

Safeguarding
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John Hembrow

Pat Sollis
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The Athelney Bulletin

As well as this monthly Athelney Magazine, there is a weekly public-
ation available online and in each church. The Athelney Bulletin is
emailed out each weekend and printed copies can be found in
readiness for Sunday worship. The bulletin contains all the readings
for each Sunday and also news and notices of upcoming events. If
you would like to receive this bulletin in your email either contact
vicar@athelneybenefice.com or complete the form on the benefice
website, athelneybenefice.com/signup

Coffee, Tea and Fellowship across
the Benefice

Each month there is a pattern of gatherings,
featuring tea, coffee, cakes and conversation.
All are open to all. All are wonderful opportun-
ities to chat and all the cakes are guaranteed
to be of a very high standard.

You can find the coffee mornings here:
Burrowbridge

1st Saturday of each month, from 10am to 12pm in church.
Free to all.

Lyng '

Lyng Coffee mornings are held monthly 4 -
on the final Saturday of the month, 10am A

you
North Curry
Wednesdays at 10am in church.

Stoke St Gregory

The Levellers meet at 2.30pm every third
Tuesday in the Williams Hall. A time of con-
versation and fellowship, often with a visiting
speaker.

Thank you to everyone who helps with
these events




Useful Information to help you
and the editorial team

Copy deadline is 14th March for the March Magazine;

Please send content in an email attachment (ideally a Microsoft
Word documenet) to magazine@athelneybenefice.com. Please add
"CONTENT" to the subject line. If you are sending content pertain-
ing to more than one thing, please send separate attachments and
for each please make it clear in which edition it is to appear. Please
use 12-point Arial font and ensure that it fits into a maximum of 2 A5
pages where possible. To check this set your word document to be
in landscape orientation with 2 columns.

Please send adverts to magads@athelneybenefice.com

For subscribers, please pay your deliverer the £8 when they next
deliver or make a BACS payment to

Stoke St Gregory PCC - Athelney
Natwest Bank
Sort Code: 60 03 27
Account Number: 84338008
Please give your name & “mag” as the reference.

Any questions please send an email and one of the team will get
back to you as soon as possible. Please use the group emails
provided rather than sending things direct to one person.

Many thanks,
The Editorial Team

To Advertise

If you wish to advertise in the magazine, please contact us via email
using this address: magads@athelneybenefice.com

Prices are for 10 editions of the magazine Full page £75, Half page
£45, Quarter page £30. One off (single edition) adverts are £10 for
up to one full page.



Bernard G Perry
Environmental &
Waterway Engineers

HILARY NORMAN S E e R
Foothealth Practitioner RFHP
¢ Concrete works
GENERAL FOOT CARE e Construction & Maintenance
Nail Cutting and filing, Corn & Callus removal, . Equ;strian/
ingrowing toenails, fungal infections and Agricutural/
general advice on the care of your feet. Domestic Fences
¢ Rivers
Treatment in the comfort of your own home ¢ Bridges
¢ Culverts
Dredging
01984 623263 ¢ Uredging
07969 448793 ¢ Environmental Agency Approved

Hilary.norman@btinternet.com
Tel/Fax: 01823 490295

Mobile: 07860 788995
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Domestic * Industrial + Commercial INSTALLER ==

Bradstones, Stoke Road, North Curry, Taunton, Somerset TA3 6LR

PAUL TURNER

t: 01823 490410 e: info@ptelectrical.biz
m: 07773 778225 w: www. ptelectrical.biz




Gold & Silver items
always wanted
(any condition)

07889 443618
dgburt47@gmail.com

Wanted: Small Antique Furniture, enamelled signs, Dinky & Triang Toys.
10% of proceeds will be donated to the Bell Funds. Tel: 01823 491674

Dykes Farm Dairy

Organic Raw Milk

Fresh Organic Untreated Milk

Open Every Day
(8am — 8pm)
Cash or Card payment.

Slough Lane,
Stoke St Gregory TA3 6/H

dykesfarm@btconnect.com

Telephone: 01823 490349
Or 07968 866298

ﬁ Dykes-Farm Raw Milk

Jonathan
Williams
Carpets

Home Selection Service

All makes & manufac-
turers of carpets & vinyl

As supplied to Stoke
Church

Telephone: (Othery)
01823 698113
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YOUR FUNERAL WISHES.
OUR LOCAL EXPERTS.

Attended Funerals Unattended Funerals
from£1,830 from£995

45 Station Road, Taunton TA1INZ 01823 338369
North End, Creech St. Michael, Taunton TA3 5EB 01823 444354



CAN YOU REMEMBER WHEN FRESH MILK TASTED LIKE FRESH
MILK

WELL HERE AT MILK FROM THE MOORS, WE ONLY PRODUCE DELICIOUS
FRESH WHOLE MILK STRAIGHT FROM THE COW

GENTLY PASTEURISED TO GIVE THAT FRESH, CREAMY TASTE

AVAILABLE IN OUR OWN 1L REUSABLE GLASS BOTTLE,
OR JUST BRING YOUR OWN

MILKSHAKES A MUST TO TRY
VARIETY OF FLAVOURS
SPECIAL FLAVOURS CHANGED WEEKLY

SO WHY NOT COME ALONG TO ONE OF OUR VENDING MACHINES
LOCATED AT THE FOLLOWING:

FOWLERS PLOT FARM CHEDZOY TA7 8RQ
CLARKS VILLAGE, STREET
STAGS FARM, WEST LYNG TA3 5AP

COLLEY LANE, BRIDGWATER TA6 5JT




‘ Developments

Home maintenance and improvements

- Woodwork, doors, skirtings
- Kitchens

- Bathrooms
- Shelving

- Tiling

- Painting

- Repairs

- Improvements
- More on request

Local & Dependable
Mobile: 07387 964390 Nick

Email: nsgl@duck.com



ANDREW TAYLOR

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

BOILER SERVICING
RAYBURNS
AGAS
ALL TYPES OF HEATING

TEL: 01823 490607

MOBILE: 07971 421351

Broadlane Cottage, North Curry
Taunton, Somerset TA3 6EE

@PHMMS

PEST COWTRYY

0458252351 07519 118855

PEGA

PEST CON

INCLUDING:
PeSt contro' wasps, rats, mice, moths, moles,

Residential Commercial cluster flies, squirrels, ants, fleas,
’ ladybirds, birds, stored product insects,

and Agricultural Premises and more...
Qualified through the British Pest Control .
Association since 2004 and fully insured. E‘ 0] Contact Orlande Jackson:
fraza 01458 252551 - 07519 118856
§ faj info@pegasuspestcontrol.co.uk

A Lo

e www.pegasuspestcontrol.co.uk
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Nell Robertson
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

Plumbing - Heating - Renewables

PLUMBING - We cover all issues, Big or Small

« Rewasher Taps « Pipework - Install outside Taps -
« Install Bathrooms « Cylinder Changes « Install or Repair Toilets
« Fit Washing Machines / Dishwashers »

HEATING - From a Boiler Service to Full Installation

« Radiator Checks « Boiler Service « Landlord Reports -
« Back Boiler Repairs « Power Flushing « LPG Gas Boiler Install / Repairs «
« Thermostatic Radiator Valves « Gas Central Heating Install / Repair -

RENEWABLES - Energy & Cost Efficient Living

 Solar Panels « Pump Changes « Condensing Boilers -
« Under-floor Heating Systems « Heating Control Upgrades -
« Energy Saving Controls -

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8.30am - 4.30pm

t: 01823 413999 emergency mobile: 07799 614977
e: info@neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk
www.neilrobertsonplumbing.co.uk

Associate of the
Institute of Plumbing < WORCESTER i h e
Worcester Bosch Group p
Accredited Installer

Accredited Installer
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CRESCENT FUNERAL SERVICES

SIMON HELLIAR-MOORE

A Truly Independent Funeral Service for Taunton, Langport and
Surrounding Communities, from a Funeral Director you can Trust.

AN )

7|
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Proud to be putting you and your family at the heart of everything we do.

Our Funeral Homes are centrally located for your convenience.
Fully inclusive Direct Cremation Service — £1,150

To find out more about our inclusive Funeral Services contact us on

Taunton:01823 530100  Langport:01458 252505
Curry Rivel:01458 259476

or visit our website

™\

www.crescentfunerals.co.uk

The Old Coach House, Crescent Park, Taunton, TA1 4ED
Bow House, Bow Street, Langport, TA10 9PQ
Townsend, Curr Rivel, Lang ort. TA10 OHP
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LOCR’S DOG GROOMING

QUALIFIED. PROFESSIONAL.

Dog Grooming in Curload, Somerset

City&s:
Guilds
Qualified

Cherie Lock

*| AM A DOG LOVER AND A CITY & GUILDS FULLY
QUALIFIED, INSURED PROFESSIONAL DOG GROOMER,
CERTIFIED IN CANINE HEALTH AND FIRST AID

* | ONLY GROOM ONE DOG (OR FAMILY OF DOGS) AT A TIME
IN MY SALON, TO CREATE A CALM AND RELAXING
ATMOSPHERE

* DOGS ARE ENCOURAGED TO LEARN (THROUGH TREATS,
PLAY AND RESPITE BREAKS) THAT GROOMING DOESN’T
HAVE TO BE STRESSFUL — | DO NOT USE CAGE DRYERS

* | FULLY COMPLY WITH THE ANIMAL WELFARE ACT 2006,
PROVIDING FOR YOUR PET'S NEEDS WHILST IN MY CARE.

¢ LESS MOBILE, ANXIOUS OR BITE HISTORY DOGS NOT
NECESSARILY A PROBLEM

Please contact me for an initial “meet & treat” appointment

Email: locksdoggrooming@outlook.com
Tel: 07821 452265
Website: locksdoggrooming.com
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BEAUCHAMP BYID

S FUN

HOUSE  FRIENDSHIP

COUNTRY HOUSE CARE In the heart of your community

A Care South home for
residential and nursing care

As voted for by residents
in our care, their
families and friends

3 carehome.co.uk

9.6/10 —-August 2023

¢¢ Ithas been wonderful to find a home
my mother feels content and safe
in, that meets her needs physically,
mentally and emotionally. 99

A real review taken from carehome.co.uk

Contact us today to see how we can help
create a new home for you or a loved one

N

01823 589778 | care-south.co.uk

Beauchamp House 0P Vot 700 O
Hatch Beauchamp ) : 20 © Care

CARE HOME

°.0
Taunton | TA3 6SG & | GroUP
South

Care South is a not-for-profit charity
Registered Charity No. 1014697 lts the care that courds...

14




?candlelig

live-in care

CELEBRATING
1988-2018

A family-run company offering domiciliary and live-in support in
and around many areas of Somerset, Dorset, Wiltshire and East Sussex

www.candlelightcare.co.uk 01225 719850 /candlelightcare info@candlelightcare.co.uk

[l ' g
Live-in Care driven b}’ you

Stay unique. Stay at home. L !

www.candlelightcare.co.uk
C24@candlelightcare.co.uk

01225 719850

?candlelight24 |

live-in care



gmﬁ .

FLOWERS

NEW SHOP OPEN AT THE WILLOW & WETLANDS
07889 411030 - edwina@edwinasflowers.co.uk




[ & M MOTORS

LROAD [ANE GARAGE ffzfﬂﬁoﬂf
/VOIT// clUery 490974

]5%%5%‘?5{ SERIcEl |
Fast Efficlient
REFAIRE & SERVICING

A ANY MAKE OF CAR CATERED FOR

Whire-U/-Wail
VE H'ICLE TESTING STNI'ION 6 44 PW%TM Mr

FUlL Wrclicng SPECHUET WELOWG

YRKSHOP STUTE OF THE ART DUSNOSTIC
?P;Ac/a/r/fé ' Sction ks
% ‘ /U RESPRAYS
OUIR PERSONNEL ARE FULLY HO7,
QUAIFIED TECHWICAL EVGINELRS

Petrot & Diesel

FUR ANY TRANSPORTATION e
FPROBLEMS 0R AVICE é .
PUEASE CONTACT ar & Swatt 7

il

72
IAN ON NORTH CURRY 490974 “gart Stoekist

(Collection & Delivery By Arrangement)
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Stanmoor Garage

R Pocock & C Fisher
Stanmoor Road, Burrowbridge

01823 698216

Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 8.00am - 12.30pm

Servicing & Repairs To:-
Cars, Light Commercials & 4 Wheel Drives.

Puncture & Welding Repairs.

Pre MOT Checks & MOT’s Arranged.
Tyres Available At Competitive Prices
Most Popular Sizes In Stock.
Petrol & Diesel Served.



fﬁ? Clothing alterations ﬂ}J
= and
repairs by Lesley J

Please call or email for a quote
Collection/delivery on request.
Telephone: 07709663953

Email: lesleyjdyson55@yahoo.com

W86y, ANYONE FOR
TENNIS?

All ages — Club Sessions — Rusty
Rackets — Coaching — Matches —
Tournaments — Membership or

Pay & Play

Stoke St Gregory Tennis Club

Tel: 01823 490541 — ssgtennisclub@gmail.com, club-
spark.lta.org.uk/StokeStGregoryTennisClub




WEST HATCH ANIMAL CENTRE

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!

N

Do you love animals?
Do you like taking to people?
Come and join our
EDUCATION TEAM

For more information, please
email:
alice.litchfield@rspca.org.uk

or call: 07725 782091

REGISTERED CHARITY NO.219099
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The Athelney
Benefice

The 167 hour disciple
by Revd Dr Simon Bale, vicar of the Athelney Benefice

A week is a long time in politics, apparently, but it flies by in the church.
Politics is immediate. Christianity lasts forever and that is an awfully long
time.

There are 168 hours in a week. | want to share with you some thoughts |
have about the other 167 hours when Christians aren’t in church. To cla-
rify, | am speaking here not of the clergy who, if they're like me, spend at
least three hours on a Sunday in a place of worship—sometimes more.
Then, through the week, another half hour in the morning and various
spurts of hours here and there according to funerals, weddings and bap-
tisms. So, count me out of this calculation. (Anyway, as you'll be aware,
clergy take the rest of the week off.)

Also, probably most churchwardens might be in and out of the buildings
a number of times each week. So, I'm speaking of the laity in general,
who come to church for an hour on a Sunday and do so for all their own
personal reasons, but most of which are focused around a desire to wor-
ship, pray, praise and generally gather in fellowship with others who are
likeminded and with whom they enjoy sharing their faith.

One hour. Pretty much. If you stay for a coffee, maybe 90 minutes. It also
depends on how quickly the minister goes through the service. My
Eucharist is about an hour. A close colleague in the Benefice is a tad
speedier than me...

One hour. Is that all it's about? One hour? Does that do the job? Is that
what being Christian is all about? One hour sitting on a hard wooden
pew, standing to sing hymns and a bit more... one hour?

Of course not. You know where this is leading by now, surely?

Being a Christian isn't simply a Sunday experience, a one hour “drop-in”
to get a bit of spirituality in the tank and then be off home for a roast and
a sherry or whatever you fancy. Being a Christian is so much more than
the sitting and standing and tea and biscuit experience on a Sunday
morning (Evensong is also available). Being a Christian is not about a
moment of worship in a beautiful and ancient building festooned with
the memories of past lives.

Being a Christian involves all that of course. Living as a Christian is so en-
riching and our times of worship, when we give thanks and praise to
God for all that is abundant in our lives, is a wonderful hour to experi-
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ence. To join the liturgy: “It is right and good to give you thanks and
praise...” Yes. To recognise and repent of what we might have done dif-
ferently in the week gone and to receive the power and love of God’s
forgiveness through recalling his death for us. Yes. It all matters. To pray
and sing—perhaps share in a psalm—and to listen to the word of God
read out and then to listen to a sermon, hopefully(!) will make some
sense about our faith. All good.

When | am part of a moment of worship, an act of thankfulness and of
prayer, there are times when the world seems to stop and hold me tight
in a kind of eternal and timeless paradox, where the Holy Spirit is
present and when everything seems explainable. This moment of
“Kairos”, an eternal present, can be overwhelming but it is all part of the
hour and it will be gone. The need to go shopping, to do the ironing
and clean your teeth, to cook for the family or whatever of the many du-
ties you may have that day and the rest of the week crowd in and the
Kairos is gone.

That is when the 167 other hours begin and this is where the Kingdom
of God can be truly discovered. The Gospels are abundant with explana-
tions of the nature of the Kingdom. “The Kingdom of God is like...” we
read time and again throughout the Gospels. But one verse reveals the
deep truth. Luke 17:21: "in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.” The
Kingdom is described by Jesus as being “like...” a mustard seed, a crop
of cereal, a loaf of leavening bread, treasure in a field, a fishing net, ... All
those are what the Kingdom is “like” but Luke 17:21 describes where it
can be found. "Among you".

This is what we take out into the world for 167 hours each week. We can
remind ourselves that the kingdom grows like yeast, or a mustard seed,
or is a beautiful and precious treasure, or is filled with the bounty of a
good catch, but the Kingdom actually IS within us and we need as Chris-
tians, to live that out in the 167 other hours when we are not in church.

If the only time we think about our faith in God, who loves and forgives
all the time, for all eternity, is when we are in the ancient buildings then
we are missing the point. If the moment we leave the church and go
back into the (currently) damp and gloomy world then what is the point?

Come to church (of coursel!) and be renewed, enriched and nourished.
But go back out as we all must to be a follower of the way we have heard
about. “I am the way and the truth and the life” (John 14:6) says Jesus.
The way is found through the church door
and it stretches out before us, in truth, giv-
ing us life to live and to share that life with
those we meet. Being a Christian is a 168
hour affair.

You are allowed to sleep, however. Honest.




. . DIOCESE OF
From Bishop Michael Bath&Wells

Living the story. Telling the story.

New life for all the world
By Michael Beasley, Bishop of Bath and Wells

Sowing seeds, chitting potatoes,
choosing varieties. Easter acts as
starter’s orders for the gardening

(\@? year. Beds are cultivated, lawns
mown, plans for all the growth and

K ~ S new life that spring and summer
will bring made and then turned
into action.

There's a much greater connection between gardening and Easter than
it merely being the time to dust off forks and spades. For in the Bible, a
garden is the setting for Easter itself. In John’s Gospel (Jn 20:1-18) Mary
Magdalene meets the risen Jesus in a garden. Indeed, Jesus's appear-
ance to Mary is so unexpected that at first she can't believe it's really
him. So she mistakes the man she meets 'supposing him to be the
gardener’ (John 20:15).

In John's account, all the new life contained in the first Easter chimes
with a much earlier story set in a garden too. This is of the new life of an-
other man and woman, the creation story of Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden and contained in the book of Genesis (Genesis 2:4-
3:24). In that story, Adam is the gardener (Gen 2:15), only for things to
go wrong. In John, Jesus is portrayed as the new Adam - come to bring
new life that has no end.

What would happen if we were to think of our churches as gardens,
primed to welcome the spring that is the new life of Jesus this Easter?
What would happen if we imagined ourselves called to be gardeners -
like our father Adam and the new Adam, Jesus? What would we expect
to grow? What might need pruning or weeding? What new plans for the
coming season would we make and turn into action? What would be the
harvest that we'd sow for, tend and then reap?

For | reckon we should see Easter as the starting point of all that God
wants to do among us and with us. Jesus's resurrection opens us to be-
ing part of God’s new creation. Easter offers us a fresh start for life, rela-
tionships and the life of our churches: new life for all the world.

Happy gardening and a very Happy Easter to you all.
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Martin’s Musings

Those who know me well know that physical activity is not one of my
hobbies. | am a great believer in PEC - to the uninitiated - Personal En-
ergy Conservation. It is my own personal contribution to in the fight
against global warming and without undue modesty, | am rather good at
it.

For me, a gentle stately totter from my front door to my car is the equi-
valent of a good work out, because if the Almighty had intended us to
walk far, he would have never given us the motor car. So, it will come as
a surprise to you to reveal what | have been doing throughout January.

In two words: Extreme Gardening!

For, you see, when | moved into Broughton House the extensive
grounds only had two plants in them. A rather lovely mahonia and a lilac
tree. So, | have spent the last few years filling in the gaps with a delight-
ful assortment of trees, roses and shrubs. However, malicious nature be-
ing what it is, decided to fill in the gaps with weeds euphemistically
known as wildflowers. Now, luckily, this has coincided with a now fash-
ionable fad in gardening - much in evidence at the Chelsea Flower Show
- going under the pseudonym of natural horticulture.

So, once again, | have got away with it! However, this does mean that -
once a year - | must mount a campaign of slashing and green binning
the results. Most weeds are fine to deal with, but the brambles are un-
speakably horrid. This exhausting endeavour is essential, because if | fol-
lowed my natural instincts of conserving my precious energy, all my
lovely plants would disappear permanently from view.

Luckily, I do have two secret weapons which are essential to this noble
endeavour. One is my faithful portable chair which can be carried
around to the current scene of battle providing necessary rest periods
from the conflict for it is indeed, a

battle between myself and the weeds. = — -~ -~ \
. . . ; P

The other is my strimmer which effi- R N7 e

ciently executes them. i

The final stage of this epic endeavour  ~EN € ==

is to deluge the beds in well-rotted o et ==

manure which not only feeds the

good plants but hides the decapit-
ated weeds, causing the garden to oy
appear unusually tidy. oul

This type of gardening may indeed L X
be unusual, but it works for me. Just N 1 Zliige, : \

don't let on to Monty Don - he would : \;j@j ol R é

probably be shocked!



Safe Families: An Update
By Lauren Jewhurst, Community Volunteer Manager, Safe Families UK

In a recent catch up over coffee
with Revd Simon, we spoke about
what Easter means to us. | shared
about my experience of Easter
2020, when we had not long (]
entered the national lockdown, and

how experiencing Easter in those

unprecedented circumstances gave

me a greater understanding of the

“in-between” time of Easter Sat- H H
urday. We focus on the pain and SOfe FO' I ”lles
suffering of Good Friday, and the

joy of Easter Sunday, but how often do we think about the Saturday? The

time when Jesus' disciples, followers, friends and family had witnessed
the unthinkable pain of his death and buried his body in a tomb.

Like the long and lonely days of lockdown and isolation, they were no
doubt anxious and fearful of an uncertain future, and they were yet to
know the joy that was to come. But that joy would come - for those who
discovered the empty tomb, for Mary who heard her name spoken by a
familiar voice, for those who enjoyed breakfast with Jesus on the beach.
And for those of us over 2000 years later who once again were able to
embrace our loved ones, we too knew the joy that comes after a time of
turmoil.

At Safe Families we work with families who are in the “in-between” time.
For them isolation and loneliness are not confined to the days of lock-
down, they are an ongoing challenge making it hard to get by day to
day. They have been through difficulties and trauma, feeling anxious and
fearful of the future, with no concept of what joys may lie ahead. A Mum
fleeing domestic abuse in temporary accommodation with her children.
A Dad feeling the pressure of providing for his family in a cost of living
crisis. A child living in a chaotic home with no space or time for them-
selves. A Grandparent who finds themselves suddenly guardian of their
young grandchild and is struggling to meet their needs.

These are just some examples of the families we support by giving them
a friend to break the cycle of loneliness and help them to see the joys
ahead. Our volunteers meet with families regularly to offer a listening
ear, a chat over a cup of coffee, or a trip to the park. We help parents ac-
cess local community groups and sometimes help with practical tasks
such as decluttering or sorting paperwork. Our volunteers help families
see that hope is coming and that they do not need to face dark days
alone.
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Like our volunteer K, who supported a single mum of 3 children for
whom life was a challenge. Mum had difficulties reading and writing, so
couldn’t respond to important letters or fill in forms to get her the help
she needs. Her children were struggling in school and so had been un-
able to access full time education for a number of years. This Mum was
facing a lot of stigma, and shame and felt really isolated and alone. K
met with her once a week to go through paperwork and to offer a listen-
ing ear for her to offload and share her struggles. K showed this Mum
that she mattered, and gave her hope to face the future.

Find out more about Safe Families

We are seeing an increasing number of families referred to us in the
Taunton and Bridgwater areas, who we know with a bit of support
could get back on their feet. Could you join our family of trained vo-
lunteers to come alongside them and offer hope? Or would you

consider joining us as a financial supporter or prayer partner? If you
would like to know more you are welcome to join one of our online
information sessions (visit https://safefamilies.uk/infosessions/ to
book a place) or ring Lauren on 07771453209 for an informal chat.
If you have a heart for struggling families and would like to know
how to support them, we would love to hear from you.

If you're at a loose end at 6.30am on Easter Day,
why not join us for sunrise worship on the Mump? We can't promise a
cloudless sky, but there will be prayer, wonder and reflection.
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Burrowbridge

Coffee, Cakes and Conversation at
Burrowbridge

Towards the end of 2022 we had a few “focused”
conversations about how to increase our times of : :
fellowship at St Michael'’s. It's always good to have such chats now and
again, to check you're doing what you can to spread the goodness of
God's work in the world. The “Kingdom of God"” is so much more than
just the Sunday morning worship, powerful and valuable though that is
(read the Vicar's "bit"” above...).

We decided to organise a coffee morning of the first Saturday of the
month and see what happened.

My goodness...

We kind of knew this, but it was good to have it confirmed: people like
cakes and people life to natter and people like to drink tea and coffee.

It's quite simple really, but until you see it on front of you can be a bit un-
sure.

Now, almost eighteen months down the line since the first coffee and
cake in Burrowbridge, we have a large and regular gathering of people
who sit and chat. We eat the delicious, utterly scrummy cakes provided
by Julie and Sue and others. The e

fellowship that this brings out is deep
and straightforward. The more we
share over a cuppa the more we
build The Kingdom.

“The Kingdom of God is like..." is a
common refrain in The Gospels, and
in Burrowbridge it is like a chocolate
cake or a lemon drizzle or a fruit
packed with sultanas and cherries. It Monthly Ma_rket at the
is found in a cup of tea or a glass of Coronation Hall
squash. It is discovered in the chat
you have with passers-by on a cycle

The second Saturday of every
month, 10.30am to 12.30pm.

NG , > ride through
‘ _ the village. It West Yeo Road, TA7 ORH
is as simple Atime to gather and chat and
as that. Thank | to buy locally sourced food,
you to all goods and other produce.
who join in! Tea, coffee and breakfast rolls

also available
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Mothering Sunday

Our service for Mothering Sunday this year
will be at 4pm in the afternoon, giving every-
one plenty of time to go out for lunch, per-
haps, or cook lunch for their mum at home,
do the dishes and then still have time to
come along to St Bartholomew's to give cel-

ebrate together.

The short service will be followed by tea and
cakes, so the celebration can continue in fine

form! All are welcome.

Flowers at Lyng

To be placed during Saturday 30th

March

Cleaning Rota

12th & 19th March: Ruby Barrington & Di James
26th March: Angie Martin & Jennie

Rotas at Lyng
Church

If anyone would like
to join the Lyng rotas
please contact Alison
harveyfudge@icloud.
com or 07470
838707.

The more the
merrier!

Flowers are just two
small brass vases on
the altar and the
small container on
the war memorial.

Thank you to every-
one who helps with
all this already!




North Curry

North Curry Coffee Shop

We continue to be
very busy serving
our weekly lunch
specials which range
from homemade
quiche to pork pie
and salad for just
£5. Arange of
homemade bakes are also on offer or ", J
maybe a cheese scone and chutney or a :
cream tea may take your fancy! Local
arts, crafts, cards and jewellery stocks

are refreshed every 6-8 weeks so keep White Street News
an eye out for our new displays. Our
opening hours are Tuesday-Sunday 200 Club

10am-5pm. If you would like to join our Congratulation to these
friendly team of volunteers please leave winners: M Steer. Cricket
a message for Alison Stone on 01823 Club member and M
491414 or coffeeshop@northcurry.com,
the hours you work go towards a dona- .
tion to your chosen charity. We look for- Big Bash 2024
ward to welcoming you.

Leach

Planning is underway!
Please let us know what
you think of the Big Bash
(our main fund-raising
event) and any sugges-
tions you may have. Just

200 Club winners

February drop a note to:
. whitestreet@northcurry.
1st Lesley Dennis com

2nd Kathleen Male
3rd Jane Atwood

The 200 Club still has room for one more! Players must be 18yrs+ to
join. Only £18 per year (£1.50/month). Prizes each month £30/ £20/ £10,
plus a special Christmas bonus draw of £60. Proceeds for churchyard
maintenance.

To sign up, contact Sue Bethune on 01823 490179. Cheque payments to
North Curry PCC, Standing Order/ BACS payments to North Curry PCC,
Account No: 00514650, Sort Code: 30-98-45
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Wednesday 20th March:

. HORTH The Monmouth Rebellion
by Richard Peters
4 CURRY o

Who would choose to do battle on the
i ‘n,p’ sodden Somerset Levels? What were
— SOCIE they fighting about?
After a career in the military, steeped in
battlecraft, Richard Peters became a Bat-
tlefield Guide. In this talk he probes the his-

tory of our own local military engagement, the
last set-piece battle fought on English soil.

We meet in North Curry Village Hall, generally
on the third Wednesday of each month for
talks on the environment and heritage of the
village and its surrounds and the wonderful
people who live and have lived nearby. With
refreshments from
7.30pm, talks start at
8pm. Members (An-
: i g nual Subscription
Qs’,,,m[[j Robell hano @t £15) and visitors
upon a (your £5 entrance fee
will be credited to
you if you decide to join) are assured of a warm
welcome.

Contact Details
For furether details, please contact the : ) (&)
Chairman,. Coli_n Trim 01.823 490337, '6;@4: %
colinhtrim@gmail.com Tomer Hill 15 july 16¢s

North Curry and Curland
Methodist Church

Good Friday Taizé Service

~
On Good Friday, 29th March 2024 at | A I 2 E

7.00pm a Taizé service will be held in
the Methodist Church at North Curry.

Revd Deborah Kirk will lead our worship. We welcome everyone to
share in this quiet, contemplative form of worship.
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KEEP THE

Music

DATES FREE! (Eestival

North Curry Music Festival

14th-16th June 2024

Folk group
The Mellstock Band - 14th June

International classical trio
Kosmos Ensemble - 15th June

Free Families Event
Magic Flute Reduced - 16th June

and much more!




North Curry Prayer Fellowship: All Welcome!

“It helps me get my thoughts in order, look back on what's happened
and look ahead”, "l am pleased to get to know people in the village who
go to other churches”, “I have come away encouraged - it is helping my
faith to grow”, “l find it refreshing to be with others who want to pray”

We meet usually on the 4th Saturday of the month at 9.30 in the morn-
ing to pray together for North Curry. We follow a simple pattern of giv-
ing thanks for God's goodness, reflecting on our own lives and then
praying for the village. Our longing is that God'’s love will be known
more and more and we pray for God'’s blessing in many different areas
of life.

None of us are ‘prayer experts’ some share
words of prayer aloud, some like to pray si-
lently, we believe God hears what is in our
hearts and everyone who comes along is a
great encouragement. See church notices for
venues. Next gathering: 23rd March, 9.30am

J

Performances at North Curry Parish Church:
Some reminders...

There are adverts in the magazine with more
details, however...

Saturday 16th March, we have Sax-22's fun-
draising concert in aid of the 2024 North Curry
Music Festival. The group are five talented mu-
sicians (four saxophones plus electric bass)
who live in Somerset or adjacent counties and
who play a wide variety of music from Bach to
Blues, Jazz Standards to Ragtime, as well as
contemporary items. Tickets £15.

The following Friday 22nd March Max Calaf Sevé does his funny, per-
sonable, dramatic and energetic act on the dais beneath the bell tower:
a circus show like no other, with breathtaking trampoline skills and hilari-
ous clowning. Tickets £15, reductions for teens, and no charge for ac-
companied younger children.

Tickets for these events are now on sale at the village Post Office.

The Village Choir's Spring Concert on Saturday 20th April led by

Miles Quick, music director at Taunton Minster, will include Fauré’s Re-
quiem in full, as well as Haydn's furious Insanae et vanae curee, SS Wes-
ley's rather more tranquil Ascribe unto the Lord, and a rather nice sea-
going piece by Sumsion.
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oAX-2é

Four saxophones plus
electric bass playing a
wide variety of styles -
something for everyone!

16 MARGH 2024
1.30PM

NORTH GURRY PARISH
CHURCH

-
Tickets £15 available from North Curry Post Office

V- Profits will go towards funding the upcoming
(ﬁe“i“' North Curry Music Festival 14th-16th June



North Curry and Curland
Methodist Church with North
Curry Parish church

Learning together and Praying
together: thegathering of the

people of God in a Covenant of
Union.

On Sunday the 28th of January the con-
gregations of St. Peter and St. Paul Parish
Church and North Curry and Curland

Methodist Church gathered at the Meth-

odist Church for their joint covenant ser-
vice. It was a time of joyful fellowship.

This annual service was conducted by the Revd Simon Bale, for the Par-
ish Church and the Rev Deborah Kirk for the Methodists with input by
our student Methodist Minister lldiké Haraszti.

There were readings from the law, the prophets. the epistles and the
gospel by members of both the Parish Church and the Methodist
Church. The address was given by the Revd Simon Bale. After the service
our two congregations gathered in fellowship for conversation, tea, and
cakes.

This service holds a reminder of the various biblical covenants God
made with his people throughout our story of faith, and gives an oppor-
tunity for us to solemnly commit, together and individually, our lives and
discipleship to God.

all things
to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed

The Covenant prayer contains the
words:

| am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,

rank me with whom you will;

put me to doing,

put me to suffering;

let me be employed for you,

or laid aside for you,

exalted for you,

or brought low for you;

let me be full,

let me be empty,

let me have all things,

let me have nothing:

| freely and wholeheartedly yield

34

God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

you are mine and | am yours. So
be it.

And the covenant now made on
earth, let it be ratified in heaven.'

These are weighty words, and
ones which cannot be said
without faith that the grace of
God will enable the one who
prays to live in the light of that
intention.



North Curry and District Amateur
Gardeners

Alpines in Troughs, Richard Horswood: Friday 1st
March 7:45 for 8pm at North Curry Village Hall

Richard will be showing us how to put together an alpine
k trough, what plants to use, the most suitable compost
.aﬁ'%-*./ and where to position your plants. A trough can be a
really useful feature for a smaller garden or a corner that
you would like to brighten up and make more interesting.

Our next talk will be on Friday April 5th: Martin Young on “Born in the
USA". We are a lively friendly club and guests and new members are al-
ways welcome. So do come along and join us for the talk and stay for re-

freshments and a chat afterwards. Any queries or questions, call Sue on
491658.

The North Curry Calendar 2025

SOLD OUT! Not the above but the 2024 edition! The search is now
on forimages with impact and atmosphere to grace the walls of
our homes throughout 2025. If you live in the parish then we want
your photos of the village and village life taken throughout the cal-
endar year. Great images can be achieved in all weather conditions,
and we look forward to receiving the fruits of your creativity. A panel
of judges, appointed by the PCC, will select the 14 photographs we
need after the closing date of 31st August. Your submissions are
eagerly awaited!

Rules and Conditions

1. Photos must be in landscape format (longer edge at the base!).

2. Photos must be high-resolution digital images (not less than 200
dpi) to enable quality printing at A4 size. NB most mobile phone
cameras provide this level of definition.

3. Individual files must be accompanied by the name and address
of the photographer, the location of the image, and preferably, but
not essentially, a title and the month the image was shot. The photo-
grapher must declare possession of the copyright.

4. Mail files to magazine@athelneybenefice.com by the closing date
(31st August 2024).

5. Please note that no fees will be paid to entrants and that the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the calendar are to the benefit of the parish
church. Selection of the images will be based on photographic
merit and suitability for the requirements of the calendar.

35



Prayer Across the Benefice

Prayer is at the heart of the Christian faith. It is a time to speak to
God. Prayer is not simply kneeling and holding your hands to-
gether. It is not necessarily about sitting quietly and looking ever so
Holy. Prayer can be a time of extreme frustration or a moment of ut-
ter joy when you can't stand still. It may happen when you read a
poem or sing a song. Perhaps you have a favourite way to pray. Re-
vds Simon and Martin can be found praying “the daily office each
Tue (SSG), Wed (BB), Thu (Lyng) and Fr (NC). All are welcome

NORTH
-

Over the years several actors have played the
role of Phillip Marlowe, private investigator, such
as Dick Powell, Humphrey Bogart & Robert
Mitchum. Last year, Liam Neeson joined the list.
One of the best will star on Saturday March 9 as
Elliott Gould plays the laconic detective in a
1970s version: The Long Goodbye. Not to be
missed!

The Village Hall opens at 2.30pm with the film
starting at 3pm. Entry £5. We also have intermis-
sion for tea & cake (donation requested).

By popular demand, on March 27, we are re-
showing the wonderful Cinema Paradiso. A

: heart-warming story and gorgeous music by
Morricone. A film to watch again and
again...
Doors & bar open at 7pm, with the film
starting at 7.30pm. Also open to non-
members (£5).

Please see our
website for trailers:
www.northcurry-
filmclub.org.uk or
use the QR code.
We also have a
Facebook page
(follow the QR
code)




with
Max Calaf
Sevé

A circus show like no other and a
day in a life like no other! Max
lives on a trampoline, with only
his little pet bird for company.
Every day his life is the same, but
Max decides he wants a change,

so they embark together on an
adventure.

Follow the two friends in their
funny, bouncing daily routine,
with breathtaking trampoline
skills and hilarious clowning, in a
brilliant and unique new show
for all the family.

Set to an original score by Matt
Huxley, Anyday is a charming
tale that transmutes the clangs
and boings of unbearable hope
to make our spirits soar.

Friday 22nd March

6.30pm North Curry parish
church (doors open at 6pm).
Tickets available from the Post
Office £15, students £10, accom-
panied under-12s free. Ticket in-
cludes a welcome drink




North Curry Parish Council

Footpaths Reminders: Un-
fortunately we've received
several complaints about
the footpaths recently so
would like to issue some
reminders, to help keep

the footpaths enjoyable to
NORTH CURRY all. To walkers: please re-

member to stick to the
footpath route and keep dogs under control. Please also ensure to pick
up after your dog, especially in grass fields! To landowners: a reminder
that it is an offence to obstruct a footpath, so if placing electric fencing
across a footpath you must ensure that the fence is easily openable by
the public.

March Litter Pick: The community litter pick event will be held on Sat-
urday 23rd March, starting at 10:30am at the Village Hall. Litter pickers,
bags, and Hi Vis jackets are provided. Please wear sensible shoes, hope-
fully there won't be a need for raincoats! It is always wonderful to see so
many of you attend to help keep the parish tidy and free of rubbish, we
hope for a great turnout again this year.

Annual Parish Meeting: We are currently planning this year's Annual Par-
ish Meeting (APM), to be held on Wednesday 1st May at 7:30pm in the
Village Hall. We are very excited that this APM will also host the launch of
our Neighbourhood Plan- there will be information stands for you to
learn more about what's going on. We are arranging for some interest-
ing speakers to come, and will be providing not just teas and coffees,
but cheese and wine! If you have any suggestions for what you'd like to
see at our APM, please email us and we’ll see what we can do.

LA |

=
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The Parish Council Office opening hours are:

Wednesdays 10:00am - 1:00pm

Thursdays 1:00pm - 4:00pm

Telephone No: 01823 490136 or contact us at parishcouncil@north-
curry.com

Parish Council Diary for March 2024: see the Parish noticeboard, our
Website and Facebook.

Our Parish Council Meetings are the second Wednesday of each
month, plus just for any extra planning meetings needed the last
Wednesday of the month, both in the Meeting Room of our Village
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ST MARY MAGDALENE

Come & Sing
Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem

Enterinto the Holy Week journey through
Fauré's calm, serene and peaceful Requiem

Palm Sunday
24 March 2024
2.30pm for 3.00pm ~ 6.00pm

Ellen Steward Soprano ~ Gregory Steward Tenor
John Bodiley Organist ~  Miles Quick Conductor

The Choir of Taunton Minster
will form the welcoming backbone for singers to joinin with

The whole congregation is invited to join‘in
with the 'Libera me' (Deliver me) section

Registration and music issue from 2.30pm
Rehearsal 3.00pm with a tea break

Performance 5.00pm (all welcome)
£ pay-what-you-can donation to cover costs

To book (please state voice part) or for further information:

1 email: music@auntonminster.org or tel: 01823 272441




Stoke St Gregory

Mothering Sunday Service and Tea
Party, 13th March at 3pm

We are taking a slightly different approach to
our Mothering Sunday Service this year and
holding a celebratory service in the afternoon, followed by tea. This will
be a perfect opportunity to attend a family-friendly service at your Parish
Church and bring all generations of the family to take part in that and
then enjoy a slap-up tea in the School Room (formerly known as the
Church Room).

If this sounds like a good way to treat your Mum on the day then please
get in touch with Jane or Pat (numbers inside the front cover) to let us
know likely numbers (we don't want to risk running out
of cake!). Any donations will be used towards the re-
pairs in the Lady Chapel.

There will be posies for the children to present to their
Mums. If you would like to be involved in making these
then please come to the School Room soon after 9am
on Saturday 12th to meet Amelia who is in charge of all
things flowery at the church. If anybody has small
flowers or greenery they could give for the posies then
she would be extremely grateful.

The Stoke Levellers

Stoke St Gregory OAP group has evolved!

Now known as The Stoke Levellers we are a lively and friendly
group who meet on the third Tuesday of every month at 2.00pm for
an afternoon of entertainment, refreshments and good company at
Williams Hall, Stoke St Gregory. During the summer months we
have coach trips to various destinations and also enjoy getting to-
gether for afternoons such as cream teas.

If you would like to join us and become a member of our group you
would be very welcome. Our very lovely chairman is Martin Mudie,
and if you would like more information please ring Martin on 01823
490371, Jane Smith, Secretary on 01823 491428 or Jenny Priddle,
Treasurer on 01823 490740

During Lent no flowers. Date for your diary: Saturday 30th March when
we decorate Church for Easter. With thanks from Amelia Holt!
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Stoke Stampede - New Date

Unfortunately the Stampede on the 7th had to be cancelled for
safey reasons for people competitors getting to the event and the
flooding on the course.

A new date has been set: SUNDAY 10TH MARCH, same time,
11.00am from the old Roe & Crown and The Square will be closed
between 10.30 and 1.00pm, full details available on the website
(stokestampede.co.uk)

St Gregory Players AGM

We have our Annual General Meeting planned for 14 March 2024
when we will be reviewing the past year and re-electing our com-
mittee.

We'd love to see you there - this is open to anyone connected with
the group, to anyone who would like to get involved, or simply any-
one who would like to find out more about us.

Our last production, Tons of Money, was staged in November/
December and went down well with our
audiences. We are now planning a pro-
duction for Autumn 2024 and casting the
net wider for performers and helpers -
anybody who wants to be involved is wel-
come.

The AGM will be on Thursday 14 March at
7.30pm in the function room, upstairs at
the Royal Oak in Stoke St Gregory.
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yStoke St Gregory

Parish Council Report
By Heather Venn

The Council met on Monday 12th February at the Village Hall on the
second Monday of the month (12th February 2024). Parishioners are al-
ways welcome to attend and speak to us at the beginning of the meet-
ing, during Public Question Time. PC surgery times are also available at
the Cafe , the next being between 10 and 12 on 9th March.

The Chair of the Playing Field Committee attended to update us on the
erecting of the Youth Shelter. Great news for the Village. | hope it's en-
joyed by users of the Field.

We are currently working on placing 2 further defibrillators in the Village,
one at Meare Green and one in Curload. Residents offering to place
these is key; at the time of writing we still need somewhere in Curload
that is roadside and accessible.

Roads have been an ongoing issue with floods and roadworks. Keeping
up to date is sometimes challenging. One recommendation is to use
the one.network website.

As a PC we are looking for people to assist with repairs that occasionally
are required around the Village. If anyone would be willing to help with
this then please let us know.

We currently have a Councillor vacancy as well; details can be obtained
from the Parish Clerk (ssgparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk) The deadline for
application is 8th March.

Charity Lunch, Monday 25th February in the Church
School Room (formerly “Church Room”)

The Charity Lunch for March will in aid of Air Ambu-
lance. Please do come along and support this ex-
tremely important cause. As always we are looking for
more volunteers to give a lunch for their favourite
cause. It's fun to have a good chat with a n excellent
lunch. Please get in touch with Annette (01823
490297) if you are interested.
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New Life

Following a short break over
the winter period, the volun-
teers and helpers from Stoke
Environment Group are hard
atitagain! | am sure the cold
and inclement weather will
make another appearance
before long, but at the time
of writing it feels like Sprin :
has well and truly sprung. -~ 9Toke Environment Group
Work is now underway to

build on the hard work of 2023 and we started by carrying out more tree
planting in the Community Orchard. A number of apple, plum and pear
trees were planted in the orchard only two or three years ago, and they
are already showing pleasing signs of providing great, free fruit for all-
comers. One tree has been replaced but we have also added four more
cordon apple trees and two beautiful crab apples. By the end of Febru-
ary, we hope to have planted about a dozen soft fruit bushes too. With
all this fruit, animal habitats installed and a couple of picnic benches, all
we need now is some fine weather!

SEG is hoping to work with Project Play - being run by a dynamic team
of parents and helpers - to provide a new play facility for all ages in
Stoke St Gregory. Plans are at a very early stage but we hope with a lot
of inspiration and goodwill, some of the ideas we have will become vis-
ible by the end of the year. Working in partnership with other volunteer
groups is dear to the hearts of SEG volunteers.

We are also gearing up for our fourth Envirofair which takes place (diar-
ies at the ready) on Saturday 1 June from 10am until 4pm. The event,
which will be attended by about thirty organisations will be run from the
village hall in Dark Lane. Lots to see, to do and to eat and drink. Fun for
all ages! This is a unique event in this area and it is free (donations are
accepted!) so we hope everyone in the Parish can come along. Now put
the date in your diary.

With the recent report that 2023 was the
first year where the average global tem-
perature exceeded the pre-industrial re-
volution average by 1.5°C, it is more im-
portant than ever that we all do our best to
reduce our carbon emissions and pollu-
tion. We must not wait until we are per-
sonally impacted - there are many coun-
tries and communities that will suffer be-




fore we do, so we have a moral obligation to act now. Helping nature
thrive, caring for our countryside and challenging ourselves to reduce
our impact on the planet are all things that will make a telling contribu-
tion to fighting climate change. And what’s more a thriving environment
is actually good for our wellbeing - a win-win outcome. Wherever you
are, please think about working with your Ll '
community environment group to make a
change for the good.

If you would like more information on
working with SEG or you are just inquisit-
ive, please contact us on envirostoke@ya-
hoo.com or 07837 764367. More inform-
avtion can be found on our Facebook
page, Envirostoke.

The Langport Mummers are returning!

Due to popular demand, the Langport Mummers will be returning to the
Community Pub/Hub, The Royal Oak Stoke St Gregory on Sunday 14th
April at 12 noon. The troupe have devised a new “play” based loosely
around the story of Alfred.

The “Langport Mummers” will perform The Alfred play, based on King
Alfred and his battle with Guthrum, the Viking. Alfred is known to have
been based close to Stoke St Gregory, before his battle with Guthrum'’s
Great Heathen Army around the 8th century.

Stoke folk can expect much merriment from this eccentric colourful local
troupe, who perform traditional Mumming play with contemporary
twists! It's family friendly, FREE and there is no need to book. On one of
their recent visits to Stoke, they loved the welcome at the Royal Oak, a
spokesperson said “we encountered a very generous audience at Stoke
and we collected £183 for the Red Cross which we have paid directly to
the charity.

The Royal Oak isa shmmg example of a community pub and we look

. wmmm forward to performing there
again!”
. The Mummers have done
some home-work on their Al-
fred and the Viking play, so
. you will find some new lines
. and the usual rumbustious
burlesque! and the happy
ending with Viking Guthrum
coming alive in Stoke.




Heart of the Village — we’re in it together!

By Paul Fielding, Chairman

There have been some recent changes on the Management Committee.
Mike Blair has recently stepped down as Chairman, and is followed in
that role by yours truly, Paul Fielding, with Martin Keswick recently ap-
pointed as Vice Chairman, Emma Simon as Secretary, and Mary Nash as
Treasurer following Graham Gleed's decision to step down. The rest of
the committee is made up of Ann Woods, Trevor Daniels and Tom
Duxbury, and Mike Blair stays with us until the end of business year.
Many thanks to those departing, and to the new faces stepping forward.

During Phil’s recent time away from the pub, we took the opportunity to
refurbish the dining area in the upper bar - why not pop in and take a
look?

As always, this would not have been possible without the help of our
hard-working volunteers, so many thanks to them. If you would like to
join them, to help in any way, you will be more than welcome. Just con-
tact Jo in the shop, or Phil in the pub, or Ann Woods, who will take your
details and get you started.

Both the café and the pub spaces are being used increasingly for group
gatherings, from

both outside the village (eg cycling groups) and within (sewing group,
book club, Levellers). If you'd like to use the Royal Oak for your own
gathering, be that small or large,

please contact Jo or Phil to see

what we can do for you. Contacts

Did you know that the café can General contact@hotvssg.org,
cater for family events? Ask Jo for Shop: shop@hotvssg.org Face-
details. book search “Hotvshop”,
Looking ahead, we are gearing up 07842992825

for our Phase 3 development, with Pub: royaloakssg@gmail.com,
the benefit of grant funding from Facebook search “Royal Oak
Valencia, which will give us im- Stoke St Gregory”,

proved toilet facilities, including 01823490602

disabled toilets, and an enlarged
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café area, with work due to start in the next few weeks and be complete
by early October. There will be a fair amount of disruption while the
works are underway, so please bear with us.

Future plans include a ramp from the patio level up to the garden to im-
prove disabled access at the main gate and also provide disabled ac-
cess to the Function Room

It is encouraging that we are still attracting share investment, both from
new shareholders and also from existing shareholders buying more
shares. Share application forms are always available on request in the
shop.

We have identified the need to agree a new, updated, business plan for
HOTV, and the Committee aim to have that in place for the new financial
year in April. In addition to an updated financial plan, I'm hoping to
foster improved links with other groups in the village, hopefully contrib-
uting to a more joined-up community.

Stoke St Gregory WI

Thank you for your support.
“Popular Music in Edwardian Somerset” is
the interesting title for the next members
meeting of Stoke St Gregory WI on Tuesday
12th March, commencing at 7pm. Barbara

[he I Parsons is giving the vote of thanks, Kathryn

INSPIRING WOMEN Astin and Janice Pearce are the tea host-

esses and Sue Dare is running the trade stall.

We have gained a number of new
members recently, expanding the
friendly group. Why not come along?
You will receive a warm welcome!
£4:50 for visitors. New members are
always welcome.

Amelia Holt, President

01823 490401,
07985317252




Quinn
Building Maintenance

Slough Cottage, Slough Lane, Stoke St Gregory

For all Building Repairs, Maintenance,
Improvements & Plumbing
- with a Personal Service

Tel: North Curry 490849

Body-Balance Nutrition

QBART

Registered Nutritional Therapist
Food Intolerance testing Elizabeth Bray BSc DNN MBANT CNHC
Allergy testing Appointments Tel: 01823 480570
Weight problems at Wrantage and Axminster
Scientific Laboratory testing
Genetic testing
Personalised Nutrition plans
Sports Nutrition
One to One Consultations

mEm | BODYBALANCE

Reach your health and weight goals
www.body-balance.co.uk
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JOHN ATTWOOD

Landscape Services Ltd
Est. 1980

Landscape Maintenance

Tree and Shrub Planting
Fencing

BURROWBRIDGE

Tel/Fax 01823 698198

Mobile 07740 406464
Mother Hubbard’s Storage, Curload, Stoke St. Gregory, Taunton TA3 6LD.

ASHCULMES NPTC

Q&L IFIED

WOEEFRCE

ALL TREE WORK UNMDEFRTAKEN
* Fomorsds S Crown Aeduchons £ L f Deadwoodnd & More

STUMP REMOVAL

GARDEN CLEARANGCE WORHK P T —
LANDSCARING ,':' B :'::':L'f:
HEDIGE REMOWAL & MAINTENAMNCE Acddoa
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S
GARDEN DESIGNS BY JENNY SHORT

A gorgeous garden restores your peace of mind
and revives your enthusiasm.

i you need inspiration to create a new garden
on an empty site or to revamp an established
overgrown plot, a clear accurate design
showing hard landscaping features and planting
layouts will be enormously helpful.

To find out more please call: OI297 442 602
or Mob. 07979 596516,

Or visit: www. jsgardendesign.co.uk

HARVEY = WADE.

Bespoke Fitted Kitchen Furniture
(Craftsmanship/Unique/Inspirational/Timeless)

All Made in the UK
Complete Project Management
Bespoke Design Package
Full Installation Service

Showroom in Honiton:

38 High Street, Honiton, Devon, EX14 1PJ - 01404 41655
Website: www.harveyandwade.co.uk
Email: sales@harveyandwade.co.uk




Store at Stoke

For work we have both small and large
Workshops and Offices to rent
For Storage we have both small and large units
For Personal Storage
we have nice new Storage Containers
Open Space Storage
Ample FREE Parking for both Tenants

and Their Visitors

Curload - Stoke St Gregory - TA3 6JD
Tel 01823 698164 : www.hubbardstore.co.uk
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g‘ FrRIENDSHIP & SONS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est 2013

Tore é/m/ Dersonal lowuches hal maller

A local family run funeral home based in Taunton dedicated
to providing the highest levels of personal care 24 hours a day

« Private Chapel of Rest

e Dedicated Male & Female Funeral Directors
» Golden Charter Funeral Plans

e Traditional Funerals

e« Horse Drawn Funerals

For no obligation advice and guidance please contact

Telephone: 01823 618030 (24 Hours)
46-48 Ladymead road, Taunton, TA2 7RS

www.friendshipandsons.co.uk ——
S FAI R Golden Charter *
N FUNERALS

e HHowers

Fresh flowers for all occasions
Local delivery available

Tel: 01823 270986
Mobile 07860126515
2 Magdalene Lane, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1SE
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CAMES MEAD B&B MEARE GREEN FARM

4 Star Visit Britain ‘Gold Award’ Trip Advisor Recommended

Relax in comfort in our new character farmhouse on the
beautiful Somerset Levels dairy farm, garden with lovely views.
Luxurious appointed Bathrooms and Bedrooms. Full Aga
cooked breakfast of farm eggs, bacon and local produce.
Excellent old pubs nearby.

Dogs and Horses welcome. Also camping.

Craft & cookery courses available. Open all year.

Twin, Double, Single rooms all ensuite
Rates: Single from £60, Double from £80, Family room from £85
Jane Pine  Tel 07990511477 or 01823 490759  Email: jane.pine2@btinternet.com

Website: www.mearegreenfarm.com

KEV'S CLEANING SERVICES LTD

A family run business Est. since 1986, with a friendly
team of reliable and trustworthy window cleaners

Window cleaning inside and out
We also empty, unblock and clean guttering,
fascias, soffits, downpipes, conservatories
and roofs. We can fix leaking guttering.
Regular and one-off cleans!

(01823) 272260 / 073885 451628

WWW.Kevscleaningservices.co.uk

GUARANTEED a guality & professional service

52




Evening
& Weekend
Can you reach your feet? calls

Do you need help cutting your toe nails? available

Callus & Corns

Do you suffer Athletes Foot
discomfort  Ingrowing Toe Nails
from.. Fungal Infection

‘7}‘ Dry Skin

<O
ort ot 1

@Q bbe
2L in the comé

For treatment of your foot related problems, including all of the above

contact Cherrie on 0779 439 0617

+

]|
+ 1]

(N
BAWDEN CLEANING

- Est. 1982 -
Window Cleaning Inside and Out

Cleaning of Guttering, Fascias, Soffits, Downpipes
Conservatories and Roofs
Carpet Cleaning
Moss removal
Solar Panels

01823 690154 / 07590 636079

www.bawdencleaning.co.uk




Stoke St Gregory Meals
“Meals on Wheels”

We deliver homemade, freshly-cooked,

two-course midday meals twice a week,

in Stoke St Gregory and North Curry, to
anyone who needs a bit of help.

Our customers range from the elderly to
those recovering after an operation.

If you think we could be of help to you or
to someone you know, please get in touch.

Our meals are cooked by volunteer
cooks in their own kitchens and delivered
by friendly local people.

The current cost is £3.90/meal.

To learn more, whether as a potential
customer or as a volunteer, please phone
Carole Joll 01823 490077, or Vicki Fielding
(490565) or Judy Blair (490222).
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|| —Perry’s Carpentry & Joinery—

o Skirting

® Architrave

® Partitions

e Kitchen fitting

® Decking

® Bespoke joinery work
® Sheds

¢ \Wardrobes

e and anything else

Friendly, Reliable
and local to
North Curry and
surrounding areas

Quality, Care and a
Professional outlook
to each project

If something is not
listed, then please
enquire

R |



mailto:perryscarpentryjoinery@gmail.com
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Taunton Funeral Service 2y
A helping hand at a time of need “

Independently and Family Run - 24hr service
Private Chapels of Rest
Caring Personal Service

01823 321077 01984 624149
55 Bridge Street, Broad Meadow View, West Road,
Taunton, TAI ITP Wi iveliscombe, TA4 2TB
Golden

: ams
Charter St :Ig‘!B 18 G

E: info@tauntonfuneralservice.com  W:tauntonfuneralservice.com
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ENCINEERINC /" SOLUTIONS
- e == = T

eCommercial Vehicle Repairs
Refuse Equipment Repairs
sAnnual LOLER Testing

°All Lawn Mower & Garden
Machinery Repairs

*Vehicle recovery up to 4.2 Tonne

Manor Farm
Hele
Taunton
Somerset TA4 1AH
Tel: 01823 461157
Email: info@mon-taz.co.uk
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C UKIFDA
APPROVED

\ DISTRIBUTOR

westernfuel

"your local independent distributor”

Western Fuel are suppliers of Home Heating Qil
and as your local Somerset, family run supplier,
can offer you a fast and reliable service at
competitive prices.

Heating Oils - Fuel Cards
Lubricants - Automatic Top-Ups
Boiler Servicing - Tank Replacements

High Quality Trusted Local Daily Competitive Multiple Delivery Emergency
Products Supplier Prices Times Slots




Holy Week (24th to 31st March)

25th March (Monday of Holy Week)

6.30pm  Stoke St Gregory
6.30pm Burrowbridge

Compline (lay led)
Meditation

26th March (Tuesday of Holy Week)

6.30pm  Stoke St Gregory
6.30pm Lyng

Compline (lay led)
Meditation

27th March (Wednesday of Holy Week)

6.30pm  Stoke St Gregory
6.30pm  North Curry

28th March (Maundy Thursday)

Spm Lyng
5.30pm Burrowbridge
6.30pm  North Curry

8pm Stoke St Gregory
29th March (Good Friday)

11am Stoke St Gregory

2pm Burrowbridge
2.20pm Lyng

2.40pm  North Curry
7.30pm NC Methodists

30th March (Easter Eve)

8pm North Curry
31st March Easter Day

6.30am  Burrow Mump

10am Burrowbridge
10am Lyng

10am North Curry
10.30am Stoke Baptists
11am Stoke St Gregory

Compline (lay led)

Holy Communion

Stripping of Altars

Stripping of Altars

Holy Communion, foot washing
stripping of altars

Holy Communion, stripping of altars

Reflections at the Cross (with Baptists)

Stations of the Cross
Meditation at the Cross
United Benefice Stations of the Cross

Ecumenical Taizé Worship

Benefice Easter Vigil & Fire

Sunrise worship (Mump or SSG
Baptist

Eucharist

Eucharist

Eucharist

All Age Easter Celebration
Eucharist

11am North Curry Methodists Service



Services across the Benefice

3rd March: Third Sunday of Lent
|North Curry

8am
9.30am
10am
10am
11am

T1am

10th March: Mothering Sunday

Lyng

North Curry
Stoke Baptists
Stoke St Gregory

|Prayer Book Eucharist

Eucharist

Eucharist

Messy Church starting with breakfast
Eucharist

North Curry Methodists Service

Prayer Book Eucharist

Mothering Sunday worship
Eucharist

Messy Church starting with breakfast

North Curry Methodists Service

Mothering Sunday worship
Mothering Sunday worship

Prayer Book Eucharist
Service of the Word
Family service
Eucharist

North Curry Methodists Service

Evensong

Eucharist (with Lyng)

Liturgy of the Palms and procession
Eucharistic Liturgy of the Passion
Family service

Eucharist

8.30am  Stoke St Gregory
10am Burrowbridge
10am North Curry
10am Stoke Baptists
11am

?3pm Stoke St Gregory
4dpm Lyng

17th March: Fifth Sunday of Lent (Passiontide)
8am North Curry
9.30am Lyng

10.30am Stoke Baptists
11am Stoke St Gregory
T1am

4pm North Curry
24th March: Palm Sunday
9.30am  Burrowbridge
9.40am Queen Square NC
10am North Curry
10.30am Stoke Baptists
11am Stoke St Gregory
T1am

North Curry Methodists Service
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